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NEW SUPREME LODGE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION

Effective immediately, the contact information for the Supreme Lodge Office during the 2024-
2026 termis:

Mailing Address:

Supreme Lodge Knights of Pythias
6201 W. 87'" Street, #108

Los Angeles, CA 90045

Phone Number:

(206) 787-2230

Voice/Voice Message/Text

Email:

supremelodge@pythias.org

Please discontinue using the Phone/Fax/Email Address/Correspondence Address through US
Mail associated with the closed office in Massachusetts. Phone messages cannot be
retrieved, email messages are no longer monitored by an active member of the Pythian
Order, the US Mail had been forwarded improperly to an address not authorized by the
Supreme Lodge.

All orders for supplies and correspondence sent via email and/or US Mail to the closed office
in Massachusetts between October 1, 2024 and this notification should be re-sent to the new
office in California. We apologize for any inconvenience caused.


mailto:supremelodge@pythias.org

A Message From Supreme Chancellor Donald Stamm




A Message From Supreme Chief Gwen Rhodes

Happy New Year! Thank you for your continued support of the Order. We look forward to a
great year in 2025 with a new opportunity for us to grow the Order and provide greater service
in our communities. The introduction of men into our membership will give us new ideas and a
new perspective on what we have been doing. Be sure to be open to new thoughts and trying
new things.

Remember that your annual reports will be due soon. Please do your best to submit them on
time.

Soon the complete update of the Supreme Constitution and Statutes will be available. You will
have the option of printing a copy at no charge or purchasing one for $30

You have recently received a package from Supreme Junior Dawn Dibble. She and the Ways &
Means committee have been working diligently to find things that will be of interest and
embraced by the members. As you know, we rely on this as an important source of income to
cover our expenses. Please give them your support.

Again, Happy New Year and Thank You!
In Pythian Love & Friendship,

Gwen Rhodes
Supreme Chief



A Message From Editor Michelle Videlock

Well, we are off and running — or at least a fast trot! Thanks for all the positive feedback,
continued submissions, and cooperation as we refresh the P | look and update our distribution
network. As the Director of the animal shelter | work at is so fond of saying, “we’re a work in
progress”. So we continue to evolve the content — you will see a new feature called “From the
Inbox”. Also, we have lined up some guest subject matter experts to author focused articles on
relevant topics of interest. If you have a suggestion for an article, or would like to join the
gueue as a writer, let us know! Finally, a suggestion was made to attach a file in addition to the
email providing a link to the online version to our distribution list members.

| wish all my fellow Pythians, their loved ones and friends a wonderful holiday season and a
new year filled with good health, happiness, and prosperity. If you are traveling, be safe. |
hope this season of togetherness renews everyone’s spirits and we come back renewed with a
fresh dose of positive energy.

Meanwhile, enjoy this issue and the New Year’s Eve trivia. How many did you know???




A Message From Supreme Membership Chairman Dan Videlock
Communications is the key to growing an organization.

Part of my job is sending potential candidates who request membership through the Supreme Lodge
website. | use the Supreme Lodge directory to send the candidate to the closest domain. Also, other
issues or questions.

Sometimes the info changes due to various reasons. It is important to keep the contact info as current as
possible.

There is information that would be helpful.
Up to date Grand and Supreme line officers complete with address, emails and phone numbers.
List of subordinate lodges with a contact Person address phone number and email.

This info would also be useful to all members so they can communicate with other members and lodges
on all levels. We are stronger together. Lodges can do joint projects. Having an accurate list would make
it easier. Potential members can contact the lodge directly and become members.

Other things lodges should have available

Supreme Statutes

Grand lodge statutes

Subordinate lodge statutes

Supreme Lodge directory

| have been in meetings when a question comes up and having the statutes would answer the question.

Please feel free to speak to address issues and questions to all levels of the organization. Minor issues
can be solved before they become big ones.

Supreme and Grand Lodge officers contact information is listed so they can be contacted by members.
Problems cannot be solved if nobody knows about them.

We are all in this together and together we are stronger.
Daniel Videlock

Supreme Lodge Membership Chairmen



New Year’s Eve Trivia Questions and Answers

Question: When did the New Year's Eve Ball first drop in Times Square?
Answer: 1907

Question: How large is the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball in diameter?
Answer: 12 feet

Question: When did partiers first celebrate New Year's Eve in Times Square?
Answer: 1904

Question: How many versions of the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball have there been to date?
Answer: Seven

Question: What materials made up the first-ever Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: Iron and wood

Question: How much did the first Times Square New Year's Eve Ball weigh?
Answer: 700 pounds

Question: How many light bulbs covered the first Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: 100

Question: When did LED lights first appear on the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: 2007

Question: How many LED modules are in the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: 672

Question: How many triangles total are there on the Times Square ball?
Answer: 2,688

Question: How many colors can the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball display?
Answer: 16 million

Question: How much does the Times Square ball weigh?
Answer: 11,875 pounds

Question: How many total LED lights are in the Times Square ball?
Answer: 32,256

Question: When was the second Times Square New Year's Eve Ball introduced?
Answer: 1920

Question: What metal replaced iron in the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: Aluminum

Question: When were computer controls introduced to the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: 1995

Question: What are the triangles on the Times Square ball made from?
Answer: Waterford Crystals

Question: When did the Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's Eve Ball debut?
Answer: 1999

Question: What is the geometrical shape of the Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: Geodesic sphere

Question: What is the address of the Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: One Times Square



Question: How tall are the numerals on the Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?
Answer: 7 feet
Question: How much does the sparkling Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's Eve Ball weigh?
Answer: About six tons (12,000 pounds)
Question: When was the first "time ball" drop on record?
Answer: 1833
Question: What newspaper sponsored the first-ever Times Square New Year's Eve party?
Answer: The New York Times
Question: What two years did the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball not drop?
Answer: 1942 and 1943
Question: How much confetti is dropped in Times Square on New Year's Eve?
Answer: About one ton
Question: How many people tune watch the Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's Eve Ball drop
each year?
Answer: About 1 billion
Question: Who is credited with writing the poem "Auld Lang Syne?"
Answer: Robert Burns
Question: Which country popularized the song ‘Auld Lang Syne’?
Answer: Scotland
Question: What does ‘Auld Lang Syne’ translate to?
Answer: Times Gone By
Question: When did the ball first drop in Times Square?
Answer: 1907
Question: What was the most popular New Year's resolution back in 20207
Answer: To exercise more
Question: What ancient Greek god's celebrations inspired Baby New Year?
Answer: Dionysus
Question: Many New Year's and Christmas traditions can be traced back to which Pagan holiday?
Answer: Saturnalia
Question: In Scottish traditions, who do you kiss at midnight on New Year's Eve?
Answer: Everyone in the room
Question: In what year was January 1 officially declared the first day of the new year?
Answer: 46 B.C.
Question: When was the Babylonian New Year celebrated?
Answer: The first new moon after the first day of spring (or middle of March)
Question: When was the Gregorian calendar first officially used in Western countries?
Answer: 1582
Question: Immigrants from what country introduced the New Year baby to the United States?
Answer: Germany
Question: The Dutch believe eating what on New Year's Day will bring good luck?
Answer: Donuts



Question: When was the first Tournament of Roses parade?
Answer: 1890

Question: In Spain, 12 of what type of food is eaten at midnight on New Year's Eve for good luck??
Answer: Grapes

Question: "January" gets its name from what Roman god?
Answer: Janus, the god of doors and gates

Question: What was given as gifts on New Year's Day in ancient Persia?
Answer: Eggs

Question: Who was the first broadcast host of Times Square New Year's Eve celebrations?
Answer: Guy Lombardo

Question: What country gained independence on Jan. 1, 1803?
Answer: Haiti

Question: On average, how many babies are born each Jan. 1 in the United States?
Answer: 11,293

Question: What do people in the Southern United States eat for good luck on New Year's Eve?
Answer: Black-eyed peas

Question: How many glasses of bubbly are consumed on New Year's Eve?
Answer: 360 million

Question: Smashing a peppermint version of what animal is considered good luck in New York?
Answer: Pig

Question: According to the International Date Line, where on Earth is New Year's celebrated first each

year?
Answer: The Kiritimati Atoll in Kiribati

Question: In which country is it a tradition to jump off a chair at midnight on New Year’s Eve?
Answer: Denmark

Question: Which country celebrates New Year’s Day on April 14?
Answer: Nepal

Question: Which culture’s New Year celebration is known as ‘Songkran’ and involves water fights?
Answer: Thai

Question: In ancient Rome, the New Year was celebrated in which month?
Answer: March



Supreme Chancellor’s Program

PENDING...

Look for an article in an upcoming issue.



Supreme Chief’s Program
EMPOWERING MINDS: YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH INITATIVE

This project is designed to empower our youth by equipping them with the knowledge,
resources and support they need to care for their mental health. In this effort, we hope to
foster their communities to understand and prioritize mental health. Co-chairs PSR Jennifer
Hensley and SPSC Yolanda Chatwood will be distributing information and ideas on how to
proceed.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership has been an ongoing concern and needs the efforts of everyone. We have a
great opportunity with our recent change that allows men to become members. They must
meet the same criteria as women by being 16 years of age and of good character. They do
not need any relationship with current or past members. Co-chairs PSR Sarah Howatson (US)
and Louise Marshall (BC) will suggest ideas for you.

WAYS AND MEANS

Do we have a deal for you! Currently available are both giraffe and rose pins for $5.00 each.
We also have a stunning red t-shirt that features the logo of Sisters, Knights, Nomads and
DOKK’s for $20-$22. We are offering raffle tickets for two quilts and the 25/25/50draw plus
many other items. You will receive information soon from chair Dawn Dibble, Supreme
Junior.

ENDOWMENT FUND

We also encourage you to make donations to the Endowment fund which funds the
educational scholarships we offer to Pythians including their children and grandchildren.
Details to apply are available from your secretary. Letters of acknowledgement are sent to
recipients or their families.



Directory of Supreme Officers
Supreme Chancellor Donald Stamm

362 Dog Run Road Salem, WV 26426

304-871-1982

don@limedoser.com

Supreme Vice Chancellor Tim Van Boening
1939 West B Street Hastings, NE 68901-5626
402-460-7100

T128van@gmail.com

Supreme Prelate Wayne Knutson

902 Vernon Drive Copperas Cove, TX 76522
254-291-4990

Wknutsonl@yahoo.com

Supreme Master at Arms Craig Shink
1 Willow Place Great Neck, NJ 11021
0 516-621-9000 C 347-351-3251
CraigShink@gmail.com

Supreme Secretary Dan Cowan

8710 Airline Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90045
310-649-3745
supremelodge@pythias.org

Supreme Treasurer Alan Ast
8 Courtney Drive New York, NY 10956-6122
O 845-638-9344 H 845-634-7981

aaast@aol.com

Supreme Inner Guard Bill Peal
46393 Adams Road Pendleton, OR 97801
541-276-9112

bpeal@me.com

Supreme Outer Guard Richard Clark

909 Chester Circle Fayetteville, NC 28303
910-261-4407
Rclark141@embrgmail.com

Supreme Chief Gwen Rhodes

21410 Peter Grub Road SE Renton, WA 98058-9707
206-940-9435

Gwen-Van-Rhodes@comcast.net

Supreme Senior Roxanne Beatty

20319 Beaconfield Terrace Germantown, MD 20874
240-899-8177

katlaa@cs.co

Supreme Junior Dawn Dibble

7000 Cypresswood Trail Gilmer, TX 75645
903-261-6411

dawnfour@gmail.com

Supreme Manager Lori Loughmiller
1406 E 600 South Brook, IN 47922
219-869-0424

timandlori1989 @gmail.com

Supreme Secretary Jona Cowell

920 Red Falcon Way Sparks, NV 89441
775-771-8018

icowellplef@gmail.com

Supreme Treasurer Jill Unger Moder

160 Drury Lane West Lafayette, IN 47906
765-426-2616

jungermoder@gmail.com

Supreme Protector Catherine Ann Jenkins
450 North Centre Street Cumberland, MD 21502
301-707-2538

cajenkins@verizon.net

Supreme Guard Karmen Kennerly

115 Whistling Swan Road Elloree, SC 29047
803-682-1922
karmenkennerly@gmail.com

Sitting Past Supreme Chief Yolanda Chatwood
920 Red Falcon Way Sparks, NV 89441
775-240-1797

ychatwoodplef@gmail.com
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From the Inbox

We are happy to share the thoughts and feedback of our readers. You are welcome to be
candid, but please remain respectful. The dedicated email for submitting questions for the “Ask
a Pythian” section is askapythian@pythias.org. All messages printed with the consent of the

author.

| am writing as a long time member of New City - Orangetown Lodge in Rockland County
New York. | have asked our most dedicated, successful, and outspoken leaders why is it taking
so long to have their wives become members of our lodge. Their answers | keep getting
astound me. "My wife doesn't get along with the other wives" or "my wife just doesn't want to
join, she is too busy with her other activities". These are the same women who accompany our
brothers to open meetings such as our monthly dinner out, lodge conventions and other
events. They are even subsidized with the members at these events.

| understand change is difficult. We are no longer a men's club. The issue is we've lost
32% of our membership over the last 10 years. The simplest way to significantly increase our
membership is to have our other family members join. A signed application, a check, and one
evening dedicated to the rank protocol is all that's required. We do not require attendance at
meetings and the like. | believe having the wives as members will not only increase our
revenues ( via dues,etc.) but meetings will inevitably become more productive. New ideas and
different perspectives on how we can grow our organization will be shared. How long is it going
to be before our leaders wake up and smell the coffee? This should be a no brainer. Instead of
pursuing personal interests like how can | get to the next level of officer in this organization. We
need to take action instead of repeating over and over how we are hurting for members.


mailto:askapythian@pythias.org

Our Good Works

CONNECTICUT







Day of Joy Thanksgiving Event

On this November 16, Fidelity Lodge partnered with His Divine Fellowship Ministries and Knights of
Columbus to provide a hot Thanksgiving meal for over 850 needy families in New Haven, CT. The
Families are also sent home with bags of groceries, diapers, and a new winter coat, just in time for the
cold weather.



NEW JERSEY

The Deborah Heart & Lung Hospital Foundation in Browns Mills New Jersey hosted their annual
raffle drawing at 1:00 PM on Friday December 6™, 2024 at the Windemer Conference Center at
the Hospital. There were seven (7) of us representing the NJ Knights of Pythias and its' Charities
Foundation; GC Robert Schlegel, PSR Ray and Donna Breitowich, PSR Sir Saul Rochman, PCDGC
Sir Jerry Weiner and PSR Sir David and Rochelle Bellask. The Knights of Pythias of New Jersey
has supported the work of Deborah Heart and Lung Center for more than fifty years. The event
will be posted on the Hospital's Facebook page.

The winners were drawn by;

The Deborah Hospital and Foundation C.E.O. Jim Andrews drew the 1st prize—a $10,000 Visa
Gift card. New Jersey Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias Charities Foundation President Sir Jerry
Weiner drew the 2nd prize-a $5,000 Visa Gift card. Two Deborah Hospital Volunteers drew the
3rd prize-a $2,500 Visa Gift Card. The winners, all from New Jersey, will be contacted and the
list will be made public next week.

Additionally our Pythian Delegation presented Mr. Andrews and Ms.Kornfeld from the Deborah
Heart & Lung Hospital Foundation, our NJ Knights of Pythias Charities Foundation annual
donation check for $8,000 in support of the hard work and generosity of the Deborah Medical
Staff and Foundation in patient care. They all reiterated how much they appreciate all of the
financial support that the Knights of Pythias have given Deborah over the many years of our
affiliation with the Hospital.

The photos below of:

NJ KofP Charity Foundation President Sir Jerry Weiner, drawing the 2nd place raffle prize with
Cindy Kornfeld, Deborah Hospital Foundation Raffle Chairperson supervising.

Pythians and Deborah Staff members pictured below accepting our "big check:" GVC Ray
Breitowich, Deborah Foundation Raffle Chairperson Cindy Kornfeld, GC Bob Schlegel, GS Sir
David Bellask, NJ Charities Foundation President Sir Jerry Weiner, Deborah Hospital C.E.O. and
President Jim Andrews.






NEW YORK

CAMP CAMP CAMP 3, CAMP
”‘ / Iuooo / § G000 '/ CAMP
DAYS DAYS AYS DAYS

DAVS

Gary Mervis, Chairman and Founder of Camp Good Days and Special Times accepts a check from CC
Candi Nelson, PACDGC Sir Bruce Nelson, and PACDGC Sir Saul Rasnick on behalf of the Pythian Camp
Committee of the Grand Lodge of New York. Camp Good Days mission is Helping kids with Cancer be
kids. Camp Good Days strives to improve the quality of life for families affected by cancer or sickle cell
anemia through residential camping programs and year-round recreational and support activities, in the
Rochester, Buffalo and Syracuse, New York areas. At Camp Good Days, participants have the
opportunity to regain some of what cancer has taken away from them. While a vast majority of their
participants reside in NY, but the camp has no geographical boundaries and accepts children from all 50
states and all over the world.



TENNESSEE
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Members of Park Lodge #75 in Chattanooga, Tennessee donated over 160 knit shirts and over 12 pair of
pants to Brown Middle School for students who can’t afford the required dress code clothing. Pictured
left to right are Pythians Marc Moses who started the drive, Matt Howell, John Sisson, and Tom Teas.
Also pictured is the school’s Principal, Mrs. Karyn Cox, who was very grateful for the donation. Asyou
may be aware, the lodge lost their Castle Hall to a fire this past Memorial Day, and they are trying to
stay as active as possible as they begin the long process of rebuilding. In the midst of devastation, they
are still putting others in need first.

VIRGINIA



Members of Lyon’s Truth Lodge 170 Bettty Gallahan and Debi McGhee helping pack care packages for
the military. PGC Judy Bergin joined us and we worked with several other organizations.



Upcoming Grand Sessions

State/Province
British Columbia
California

Indiana

lowa

Maine
Maryland
Michigan
Nebraska
Nevada/Utah
New Hampshire
Ohio

Ontario

Oregon

South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

Virginia
Washington/Alaska
West Virginia

Location

Revelstoke, BC, Canada
Santa Ana

Lafayette

TBD

Goldsboro

Hotel 620, Hagerstown
Lansing

Hastings

Las Vegas, NV

TBD

Doubletree, Worthington

TBD

TBD

N Myrtle Beach
Pigeon Forge
Longview

Norfolk, Doubletree Airport

TBD

Best Western Plus, Bridgeport

Date

May 7-9, 2025

TBD

July 10-12, 2025
September, 2025

April 26, 2025
September 12-13, 2025
September 11-13, 2025
April 12, 2025
September 12-13, 2025
TBD

September 3-6, 2025
April, 2025

October, 2025
February 21-22, 2025
May 30-June 1, 2025
June 13-15, 2025
October 2-5, 2025
September 19-21, 2025
July 10-12, 2025

Note: Information is current as of printing and subject to update/change.



Ask A Pythian

The dedicated email for submitting questions for the “Ask a Pythian” section is
askapythian@pythias.org. A Council member or other subject matter expert will address your
guestion and we will print it here to the extent possible in a future edition. Please note, if the
content is of a sensitive nature someone will reach out to you offline.

Submissions Welcome!

Give me your pictures, your articles, your updated information yearning to be published.

The dedicated email is: pi@pythias.org.

No Submission Left Behind!
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Pythian Shirt Order Form

Description Price Quantity Total $

Short Sleeve T shirt Small $25

Short Sleeve T shirt Medium $25

Short Sleeve T shirt Large $25

Short Sleeve T shirt XL $25

Short Sleeve T shirt 2XL $25

Short Sleeve T shirt 3XL $30

Short Sleeve T shirt 4XL $30

Long Sleeve T shirt Small $35

Long Sleeve T shirt Medium $35

Long Sleeve T shirt Large $35

Long Sleeve T shirt XL $35

Long Sleeve T shirt 2XL $35

Long Sleeve T shirt 3XL $40

Long Sleeve T shirt 4XL $40

Hoodie Small $60

Hoodie Medium $60

Hoodie Large $60

Hoodie XL $60

Hoodie 2XL $60

Hoodie 3XL $65

Hoodie 4XL $65

Polo Small $40

Polo Medium $40

Polo Large $40

Polo XL $40

Polo 2XL $40

Polo 3XL $45

Polo 4XL $45
Subtotal

Please contact us for shipping cost before submitting form
Shipping
Grand Total

Please to make checks payable “Donald Stamm”.
Then Mail check and order form to: Michelle Videlock 14830 Watt Road Novelty Oh 44072

To reduce shipping cost it is recommended to consolidate order to a single point of delivery. Large shipments
may incur additional shipping costs.

Ship to
Name
Address
Phone/email

Additional questions? Michelle Videlock 240-994-7581 Dan Videlock 301-980-5446



LYON’S TRUTH LODGE #170 PROUDLY SUPPORTS SUPREME CHANCELLOR
DON STAMM'’S PROJECT (ALZHEIMER’S) WITH OUR 2" ANNUAL
HANDMADE KNITTED BLANKET RAFFLE!

Tickets: $1 Each or 6 for $5
Drawing to be held during the Supreme Convention.
Make checks payable to: Donald Stamm.
Mail tickets and money to:
Supreme Convention Committee

” Attn Michelle Videlock

Thanks for 14830 Watt RD.

Colors: Blue, Beige

your support! Novelty, OH 44072 Size: Appx 43” by 47 square

- o




SUPREME PROJECT BLANKET RAFFLE
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Kudos Korner

Thanks, appreciation and congratulations for those “extra efforts”! The dedicated email is:
pi@pythias.orgq.

It’s election and installation season! Congratulations and best of luck to all the folks taking on
leadership roles for their Lodges and Temples for the coming year. Let’s all thrive in 2025!

Thanks to Sir Bruce Nelson for helping us work through the technology hurdles!

A Parting Thought

Anywa by Mother Teresa
People are often unreasonable,

irrational, and self-centered;

Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse

you of selfish, ulterior motives;

Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some
unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies;
Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and sincere

people may deceive you;

Be honest and sincere anyway.

What you spend years creating

others could destroy overnight;

Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness,

some may be jealous;

Be happy anyway.

The good you do today,

will often be forgotten.

Do good anyway.

Give the best you have,

and it may never be enough;

Give your best anyway.

In the final analysis,

it is between you and God;

It was never between you and them anyway.


mailto:pi@pythias.org

Stay strong. Stay true.
Stay PYTHIAN!



