Ohio Pythian News

Fall 2022

Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias, Domain of Ohio

CELEBRATING MORE THAN 150 YEARS OF PYTHIANISM!

Welcome New Grand Lodge Officer Line

From Left to Right: Grand Chancellor — Howard Ballard; Grand Vice Chancellor, Rodney Carr; Grand Prelate
— Jeffrey Ross; Grand Secretary — Marty Trent; Grand Treasurer, Floyd Baughman; Grand Master at Arms,
Clint Long; Grand Inner Guard, Paul McAfee; Grand Outer Guard, Ron Estle.

Pictured above are Sitting Past Grand Chancellor, William Parmer Ill; our newly installed Grand Chancellor
with Marilyn McNabb, the new Grand Chief of the Pythian Sisters; and our Grand Chancellor with Tim Van
Boening, Supreme Prelate, who visited our Grand Lodge representing Supreme Chancellor, Mark Mead.
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Congratulations to Red Star Lodge No. 205 for earning the Treadway Award for new member propagation in
2021-22. Pictured above is the Chancellor Commander John P. Pience receiving the award from then Grand
Chancellor Parmer. Congratulations also to Champion Lodge No. 581 for again earning the Grand
Chancellor’'s Charity Award for donations equaling roughly $47 per member. Pictured above is Grand Trustee
Bruce Bergmann receiving the award from then Grand Chancellor Parmer. Many thanks to all who donated,
especially the KW Hess Ohio Pythian Foundation and Grand Temple of Ohio Pythian Sisters who donated
$1,000 and $2,500, respectively. Through the generosity of all donors, we are proud to make a total donation
of more than $7,300 to the American Cancer Society on behalf of our wonderful Order.



Grand Chancellor’s Charity for 2022-2023
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Ohio Veterans Outdoors, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit organization created by and for Veterans of the US

Armed Forces.

Mission: Promote Veteran wellness through outdoor experiences and education

Purpose: Provide opportunities to these veterans that promote personal growth, healing, stress relief,
character development, relationship building, and community strengthening through outdoor experiences,
activities, and educational programs relating to wildlife management and conservancy efforts with the
goal of raising public awareness of and enlisting public support for wounded veterans.

Brian Luce founded Ohio Veterans Outdoors in June 2016. He is a retired US Air Force pilot injured in a
plane crash in Afghanistan in 2010. In addition to physical injuries — traumatic brain injury, broken back,
and broken leg (left tibia and fibula) — there were even more debilitating mental and emotional effects of
the traumatic event. Brian lost two squadron-mates — the pilot and flight engineer sitting right next to me
who were friends, husbands, fathers, and highly respected in our community. Two others were killed in
the cabin — a young US Army Ranger and their Ranger interpreter — a 26-year old contractor. Brian’s
seat was thrown from the aircraft just prior to the aircraft cabin folding over the cockpit, causing the four
fatalities and 16 severe casualties. Brian was milliseconds away from leaving his then three kids without a
father. Why his seat left the aircraft and how he survived is a mystery to everyone involved.

In 2013, with help from the Wounded Warrior Project, Brian participated in my first wounded warrior
event, a whitetail deer hunt in the Blackwater Forest of Northwest Florida. The Florida Forest Service
acted as their hosts and hunting guides. Brian and the other veterans were treated to a great hunt and
some great down time around the fire pit. That hunt let him escape for a few days and in the process,
meet a medically-retired Infantry Scout, Jeremy, who became one of Brian’s very close friends. He was
blown up by a rocket in Iraq and participating in the hunt for the same reasons Brian was — support, help,
camaraderie, fellowship, and some peace.

Make checks payable to “GRAND LODGE OF OHIO K OF P”
Send donations to: Martin Trent, Grand Secretary
4267 S. Xenia Dr., Enon, OH 45323

Ohio Poster Takes Supreme 1st Prize!

CONGRATULATIONS to Tom Jones of
Springfield. His poster took 1t Place at Supreme
with a $1000 cash prize. The Poster Contest
theme for 2022-2023 is TEACHER
APPRECIATION. Talk to your local graphic arts
teachers about participating in the contest.
Entries for the state level contest are due to John
Kerstetter no later than 30 April 2022.




Theseus Lodge 191 Gaining Steam!

Several members of Hillsdale Lodge 696 in Hillsboro have taken dual membership in
Theseus Lodge 191 in Jackson and through good ole Pythian friendship and teamwork,
great things are happening at Theseus Lodge! The beautiful castle hall in downtown
Jackson has been cleaned and looking good! They recently held a membership drive
where they offered free hot dogs, hamburgers, and drinks in front of their building. This
gained the lodge 3 new petitions and the opportunity to talk about Pythianism with local
residents. Is your Lodge struggling? Well, this is an example that you can turn things
around, so let’'s get busy!!!

Grand Chancellor’s / Grand Chief’s Reception - Oct 15th

Vou are cordially invited to the Dinner Reception honoring
Grand Chief Marilyn McN a6
and
Grand Chancellor Howard Ballard
On Saturday, OctobGer 15, 2022 at 6:00 PM
At the Holiday Inn
2800 Pregidential Drive, FairGorn, Ohiio
For room reservations call 937-426-7800
(8779 per night plus tax)

Hosgpitality Room open from 4:00-6:00 PM in the Kitty Hawk Room

Menu: Buffet R.S.V.P. Gy October 54, 2022
Oven Roasted Turgey #Helen Burgoon, PGC
Apple Braised Porg Loin — maple Bacon Chutney 116 West Main Street
Rolls and Butter Alexandria, OH# 43001
Market Garden Salad Phone: #40-403-1785
Country Green Beans

Rosemary Garlic Redsgin Potatoes Cost of meal is $45.00

Pie (Apple or Pumptin) Made chechs payable to Grand Lodge of Ohio

Coffee, Water, or Tea Okio Pythian Sisters pay $10.00

**** IMPORTANT NOTE ****

There is a big youth soccer event in the area that weekend and the hotel is nearly sold out. If you can’t geta
room at the Holiday Inn, there are other hotels very close by in the area. Other hotels: Wingate (937-986-1368);
La Quinta (937-490-2000); Clarion (937-427-0800); Hampton Inn (937-429-5505); Red Roof Inn (937-426-6116);
Tru by Hilton (937-988-0250).



Grand Lodge Knights Pythian History - Camp Cajon
of Pythias of Ohio

Past Grand Chancellor William Kerlin, Jr. recently

4267 S. Xenia Dr. forwarded an article from the Fall 2022 issue of
Enon, OH 45323 WESTWAYS (a publication of the Automobile Club of
Ph°"e:E?217a-3f54-5603 Southern California for AAA members). The article
standrews619@§/ahoo.com highlights a Knights of Pythias “castle” clubhouse that

was dedicated in 1928. Camp Cajon began as a rest
stop area for travelers who just crossed the Mojave
Dessert and grew to include several “clubhouses”
erected nearby by fraternal organizations including the
Elks and Knights of Pythias. Our castle clubhouse was
irreparably damaged in a 1938 flood and it was torn
down in 1939 to make way for realigning Route 66.
o e e Check out the WESTWAYS magazine or “google”
“If brotherly love held all men bound, H
w/yj:zz‘a bedj;g‘ﬂ/ world this would be.” Camp Caj on to learn more.

J.H. Rathbone

Keep your eyes open whenever you drive through a
small town in Ohio. There weren’t many towns that
didn’t have a Knights of Pythias Lodge hall at one time
or another. It's fun to find those beautiful old buildings
that still say “K of P” on the front.

We’re on the Web!

www.seekinglight.com

Calendar of Events

GRAND CHANCELLOR'’S / GRAND CHIEF’S RECEPTION
Saturday October 15, 2022 (see bottom of page 3 for details)

FOUNDER’'S DAY
Sunday, February 26, 2023
Red Star Lodge 205, 1583 E. High St., Springfield
Rank work begins at 1pm and a complimentary meal will follow.
Start getting those petitions!

GRAND LODGE SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE - APRIL 1, 2023

STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday and Sunday, June 24 & 25, 2023
Rocky Lakes Golf Course, Springfield, Ohio

PYTHIAN PICNIC SOUTH
Sunday, July 23, 2023 at 1pm
Red Star Lodge 205 in Springfield

Grand Lodge and Grand Temple Convention
Sep 7,8, &9, 2023 - Fairborn Holiday Inn




