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Ohio Pythian News 
Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias, Domain of Ohio 

CELEBRATING 160 YEARS OF PYTHIANISM! 
 

 

    Highlights of the 2024-2025 Term 
We just completed our Annual Grand Lodge Convention and congratulate Jeffrey 
Ross on a productive and successful term as Grand Chancellor. 

 $10,357.75 raised for Shriners Children’s Ohio 
 32 New Knights for the year 
 The Paul Glessner Award for Knight of the Year was awarded to Matthew Ginter 

of Wellston Lodge No. 170 
 The Sir Arthur D. Shapero Memorial Award for Lodge of the Year was awarded 

to Spencer Holman Lodge No. 738 
 The Treadway Award for Membership Propagation was awarded to Spencer 

Holman Lodge No. 738 (11 New Knights!) 
 The Grand Chancellor’s Charity Award was awarded to Champion Lodge No. 

581 for donations equivalent to $50 per member. 
 Grand Chancellor visitations were completed for all Lodges. 
 Membership Incentive Program 

o Top Recruiter – Steve Ensign of Spencer Holman Lodge 738 (10 Knights) 
o 3-Way Tie for 2nd Pace 

 Ed Bowling of Glen Lodge 459 (3 Knights) 
 Franklin Boner of White Cross Lodge 308 (3 Knights) 
 Marion Owens of Red Star Lodge 205 (3 Knights) 

 

New Leadership Team for 2025-2026 Term 
Grand Chancellor – Wayne C. “Clint” Long 

Grand Vice Chancellor – Paul McAfee 
Grand Prelate – Adam Kehoe 

Grand Treasurer – Floyd Baughman 
Grand Secretary – Martin R. Trent, PGC 

Grand Master at Arms – S. Jeff Slattery II 
Grand Inner Guard – H. Jeffery Shaw 

Grand Outer Guard – Franklin C. Boner 
Sitting Past Grand Chancellor – Jeffrey Ross, PGC 

Grand Trustees: 
Dale E. Sipe, PGC; John Kerstetter, PGC; Charles 

Morrison, PGC; William Parmer III, PGC; Steve 
Rine, PGC; and Bruce Bergmann 

District Deputies: 
John Kerstetter, PGC – Districts 1 and 2 

Rodney Carr, PGC – District 3 
William Parmer III, PGC – District 4 

Greg Morey, PGC – District 5 
Bill Roberds – District 6 

S. Jeff Slattery II – District 7 

 

Wayne C. (“Clint”) Long 

Grand Chancellor 

2025-2026 
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Grand Chancellor’s Charity for 2025-2026  

 
 

The History behind the music at Operation Cherrybend begins when a songwriter, Jared 
Ashley, and a collection of Nashville singer/songwriters visited Cherrybend Farm and hosted 
10 Combat Veterans in 2014 to benefit the Flight Deck Veterans Group.  

The idea of a wounded warrior event to tie in music with outdoor adventure was a success. 
“Their passion for our veterans runs deep; it just seemed like a natural fit to host this annual 
event at Cherrybend. Being able to combine two of my passions during this weeklong event 
has been a dream come true for me.” said Ashley. 

As the Event grew and became so deeply rooted in the Wilmington community, it quickly 
became clear that the event needed to be a standalone non-profit and Operation 
Cherrybend 501c3 was born in December 2018! 

The Ellis Family, owners of Cherrybend Pheasant Farm, close the business for 6 days to 
host the event.  Use of the Farm and the large facility is donated to the organization without 
charge. Being farmers is a special way of life and the Ellis Family is grateful to our Veterans 
for their sacrifices. This is their way of giving back.   

“Operation Cherrybend’s mission is to thank these wounded veterans for their courageous 
sacrifice to our country, show them how much we care about them now, and that we love 
and support them long after the uniform has come off.” said Beth Ellis, co-owner of 
Cherrybend. “The more we educate the general public about the trials and ongoing 
challenges of wounded veterans, and veterans struggles, the better understanding the 
public will have in order to meet their needs. “ 

Every day 22 American veterans commit suicide. Those are astounding numbers that 
Operation Cherrybend seeks to change.  

[source:  www.operationcherrybend.org] 

 

Make checks payable to “GRAND LODGE OF OHIO K OF P” 
Send donations to:  Martin Trent, Grand Secretary 

4267 S. Xenia Dr., Enon, OH  45323 
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Wellston Lodge 170 
The Lodge celebrated Independence Day by visiting 
homes in their community and singing patriotic songs, 
their 4th of July twist to Christmas caroling.  Thanks to 
Wellston Lodge for a creative community service 
activity and getting our name out in the public!

 
 

3 Rank Class at Delaware 
Thanks to Champion Lodge 581 for hosting the 3 Rank 

Class in July.  Welcome to our new Knights! 

 
= = = = = = = = = = =  

Grand Lodge Programs 

 Membership Program for top recruiters (1st 
Place $250, 2nd Place $150, 3rd Place $100) 

 Membership Promotion Funding (up to 
$200 for a membership event) 

 Scholarship Program ($1000 available to 
Pythians and their children – Deadline April 
1st) 

 Ron Davis Memorial Boy Scout Connection 
Funding Program (up to $300 for a local 
Scout troop’s activity) 

 Poster Contest (1st Place $350, 2nd Place 
$250, 3rd Place $150, Honorable Mention 
$25) 

 Building Improvement Grants and Loans 

For more details on any of these 
programs, contact the Grand Secretary 

standrews619@yahoo.com 

 

Ohio Pythian Poster Contest 

 
Congratulations to Miss Hailey Neer of 
Mechanicsburg on winning 1st Place at 

both the Grand Lodge of Ohio and 
Supreme Lodge levels! 

Her poster was sponsored by Ingomar 
Lodge No. 610. 

 

80-Year Member!! 

Duane K. Root 

 
The Grand Secretary had the pleasure to visit Brother 

Duane and his lovely wife at their home in Canal 
Winchester recently.  Duane received the Page Rank 
in Winchester Lodge No. 125 on December 28, 1944.  
The Lodge later merged into Winchester F&J No. 5.  

Duane was 18 years old when he joined and was 
Chancellor Commander in 1950.  He served as Lodge 

Treasurer for more than 50 years!  What a stellar 
example of dedication to our Order. 

Brother Duane, THANK YOU!! 



 

Calendar of Events 
 

Grand Chancellor’s / Grand Chief’s Reception 
See invitation above. 

 
Founder’s Day 

Sunday, February 22, 2026 
1pm Rank Work with complimentary meal to follow. 

Hosted at Red Star Lodge No. 205 
1583 E. High St., Springfield, OH  45505 

 
Ray Snarr Memorial Golf Tournament 

June 27 & 28, 2026 
Rocky Lakes Golf Course – Springfield, Ohio 

 
Pythian Picnics 

North – To Be Announced 
Central – To Be Announced 

South – Sunday, July 12, 2026 at Red Star 205 (Springfield) 
 

Grand Lodge Convention 
August 27 – 29, 2026 (early due to Jewish holiday) 

Wyndham Columbus (Worthington) 

4267 S. Xenia Dr. 
Enon, OH  45323 

Phone:  937.864.5603 
E-mail: 

standrews619@yahoo.com 
 

Grand Lodge Knights 
of Pythias of Ohio 

“If brotherly love held all men bound, 
what a beautiful world this would be.” 

J.H. Rathbone 

Website: 

www.ohiopythias.org 
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Congratulations to John Kerstetter! 

Grand Trustee John Kerstetter completed 15 years of 
service as Grand Trustee in July 2025.  He is now a 
Past Grand Chancellor of Ohio!  Give John a pat on 
the back when you see him.  He continues to do so 

much for our Order in Ohio.  
 


